301. THE DURBAN TOWN COUNCIL AND INDIANS

The Licensing Committee of the Durban Town Council has, The
Natal Mercury reports, "expressed the wish that the Licensing Officers
grant no new hawkers' licences, and curtail as much as possible existing
hawkers' licences, since traders of this class interfere with the legitimate
trade of shopkeepers". This recommendation of the Licensing Committee
is the aftermath of decisions on the Dealers' Licenses Act. The judgment
in the case of Dada Osman,1 and other judgments in cases arising out of
that Act, have emboldened the town councils in their policy of repression.
From half-concealed suggestions to Licensing Officers, they have now pro-
ceeded to open instructions to them. It will, therefore, be a question of
the town councils instructing their officers to give a judgment on licensing
applications, and then sitting in appeal on what will be after all their own
judgments. They will thus reduce the Licenses Act to a mere farce. More-
over, the instructions we have referred to above show clearly that, in ad-
ministering the Dealers' Licenses Act, attention is paid, not to the general
community, but to the store-keepers alone. As their trade is likely to be
interfered with, no new hawkers' licences are to be issued, and existing
licences are to be curtailed. That they supply a want, and that they are
a boon to the householders who receive what they want at their doors
is of no consequence to the town councils, so long as a privileged xlass
can be raised up. Exception may be taken to our argument in that the
instructions of the Licensing Committee are general, but so is our argu-
ment. It applies both to hawkers who are Europeans and those who are
Indians, but as a matter of fact, the brunt of such a policy will have
to be borne mainly by Indians, as hawking is their speciality, and most
of the hawkers in Durban are Indians. We are, nevertheless, inclined
to welcome these excesses in the administration of the law, because they
will bring in their trail their own doom.
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302, TRAVELLING DIFFICULTY ON THE C. S. A. R.
A correspondent writes to us from Klerksdorp, in the Gujarati co-
lumns, recounting the difficulties that the Indian passengers have to
undergo on the trains between Klerksdorp and Johannesburg. Our cor-
respondent complains that Indian passengers, no matter to what class
they may belong, are not allowed a seat on the trains unless they have
compartments attached to them having the labels "coloured" or "reserved".
Our correspondent adds that, as a result of the action of the authorities,
1 Vide "Petition to Lord Elgin", pp. 246-8.